
CALL-TO-ACTION 
Safeguarding the European Steel and Metals Industry  

April 2026 
 

 

The signatories Call on the EU na1onal governments and the European Commission to secure 
European steel and metals value chains through immediate and decisive ac1on. Without swi; 

measures, Europe faces an accelera1ng process of deindustrialisa1on. 

 

 

Europe needs effec-ve and immediately applicable trade measures NOW 

These include tariffs to stabilise the European market for steel and steel-intensive products. These and 
further measures must be aligned with the level of trade defence instruments already introduced by 
trading partners such as the United States and Canada. 

 

Fundamentally changed geopoli-cal condi-ons require policy adjustments  

The European Green Deal was developed at a Bme of relaBve geopoliBcal stability. Today, the EU is 
confronted with trade conflicts, unfair compeBBon, sharply rising subsidised imports, and persistently high 
producBon costs. As a result, manufacturers of steel and steel-intensive products—and thus enBre value 
chains in Europe—are acutely at risk. 

 

Achieving EU climate targets while preserving compe--veness 

The signatories fully support the EU’s climate objecBves. However, achieving these goals requires a fair 
globally compeBBve framework that enables European companies to decarbonise while remaining 
internaBonally compeBBve. 

 

Strategic materials and components must be “Made in EU” 

In line with compeBtors such as China, India and the United States, the European Commission and 
Member States must define clear “Made in EU” requirements for strategic materials such as steel and 
other criBcal products. This must be accompanied by compeBBve energy prices as well as targeted labour 
market and industrial policies to ensure security of supply, foster innovaBon and decarbonisaBon, and 
safeguard industrial capabiliBes and jobs in the EU. 

 

Prevent job losses and new dependencies on third countries 

Without decisive and immediate acBon, Europe risks losing more than 13 million direct jobs in the steel 
and metals industry. In addiBon, up to 65 million further jobs depend indirectly on this sector. Such losses 
would create new dependencies on third countries and place a massive burden on Europe’s social security 



systems. Economic decline of this magnitude could also lead to social unrest and jeopardise the 
conBnent’s democraBc stability. 

 

 
 

The signatories call on the European Commission and EU Member State governments to 
implement the package of measures outlined below to safeguard and revitalise European steel 

and metals value chains. 
 

 

Trade Defence 

• New trade regime to follow up EU steel safeguard measures: IntroducBon of tariffs and tariff 
rate quotas for steel derivaBves and steel intensive products  
(CN codes 73–95) 

• ObjecBve: Ensure fair compeBBon and prevent circumvenBon 

 

Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism (CBAM) 

• Extension of CBAM to steel derivaBves and steel intensive products 
• ObjecBve: Prevent carbon leakage shi`ing from steel to downstream products and stop the 

relocaBon of European value creaBon to third countries 

 

“Made in EU” 

• PrioriBsaBon of EU produced goods and services in public procurement and funding schemes 
(including infrastructure projects, defence procurement, tax incenBves for corporate fleets and 
support for e mobility) 

• ObjecBve: Preserve strategic autonomy, industrial experBse and jobs 

 

Cost-Relief Measures 

• Reduce industrial electricity prices in the EU to a maximum of 5 ct/kWh 
• Review the EU Emissions Trading System (ETS) and slow the phase-out of free allowances under 

CBAM 
• Reduce EU-level and naBonal bureaucracy (suspension of addiBonal regulaBons and correcBon of 

exisBng rules)  
• ObjecBve: Maintain internaBonal compeBBveness 

 

 
This call reflects the united posi1on of companies and stakeholders across the en1re European 

steel and metals value chain.  

Signatories are:  
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