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European convoy for industrial competitiveness
to bring Europe's manufacturing message to Brussels

European Commission — Berlaymont, Brussels

Monday, 7 September 2026
10h30 - 12h30

On 7 September, companies, workers, business associations and industrial stakeholders from across Europe
will gather in Brussels for the European Convoy for Industrial Competitiveness, a peaceful initiative calling for
policies that strengthen European manufacturing, safeguard investment and support quality jobs.

The initiative centres on one clear message: Keep Manufacturing in Europe.

The convoy will arrive in the European Quarter before representatives of European companies and
associations carry ten symbolic coffins around the Berlaymont, representing the manufacturing capacity, jobs
and industrial know-how that Europe risks losing if current trends continue.

At 12:00, participating trucks will sound their horns simultaneously, delivering a symbolic wake-up call for
Europe’s manufacturing future.

A growing concern for European manufacturing

European manufacturers are investing heavily to meet the EU's ambitious environmental and climate
objectives. However, many steel-intensive products manufactured outside the European Union are not subject
to equivalent carbon or trade requirements.

While steel imported into the EU is covered by quotas, trade defence measures and the Carbon Border
Adjustment Mechanism (CBAM), many finished products manufactured from steel outside the EU enter the
European market without facing equivalent obligations.

This creates an uneven playing field for manufacturers producing in Europe.

As aresult, European manufacturers face higher production costs than competitors importing finished products.
This increasingly encourages production to relocate outside Europe, threatening investment, industrial know-
how, value creation and quality jobs.

A call for a level playing field
The European Convoy for Industrial Competitiveness does not call for protectionism.
It calls for fair competition.

EUROMETAL believes European industrial policy should ensure that products manufactured outside the
European Union compete under equivalent conditions to those produced within Europe.

Extending appropriate trade and carbon measures to relevant steel derivatives and manufactured components
would help establish a genuine level playing field across the entire manufacturing value chain.
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Statement from Alexander Julius, President of EUROMETAL
"We are not asking for subsidies or special treatment. We are asking for fair competition.

EUROMETAL

European manufacturers are investing to meet some of the world's highest environmental and climate
standards. At the same time, many imported manufactured products enter the European market without facing
equivalent obligations. This creates an uneven playing field that puts European factories, investment and jobs
at risk.

Our message is simple: if Europe wants to keep manufacturing, innovation and skilled jobs, it must ensure that
the same principles apply across the entire manufacturing value chain. Keeping manufacturing in Europe is
about preserving Europe's prosperity, resilience and strategic autonomy."

Why it matters?
Manufacturing underpins Europe's economy. It creates skilled employment, drives innovation and supports the
industrial capabilities needed for infrastructure, mobility, defence, renewable energy and the green transition.

When manufacturing leaves Europe, Europe loses more than production.
It loses investment, know-how, resilience and the capacity to shape its own future.

About the European convoy for industrial competitiveness

The European Convoy for Industrial Competitiveness is a peaceful awareness initiative bringing together
companies, workers, business associations and industrial stakeholders from across Europe to promote policies
that strengthen manufacturing, safeguard investment and quality jobs, and ensure a competitive, sustainable
and resilient European industrial base.

Programme highlights

10:30 — Participants gather at Robert Schuman Roundabout.

11:00 — Press conference and media interviews at Robert Schuman Roundabout.

11:30 — Silent procession of company and association representatives carrying ten symbolic industrial
coffins around the Berlaymont, representing the symbolic funeral of Europe’s manufacturing capacity,
jobs and industrial know-how.

11:30 — Arrival of the European Convoy for Industrial Competitiveness in the European Quarter and
positioning of participating trucks on Boulevard Charlemagne.

12:00 — Simultaneous sounding of truck horns, delivering a symbolic wake-up call for Europe’s
manufacturing future.

12:05 — Presentation of the convoy’s common message to a representative of the European Commission,
followed by a photo opportunity.

Timings may be adjusted depending on traffic conditions and instructions from the police and local
authorities.
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